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1
PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS SYSTEM AND
METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/801,221 filed May 9, 2007, now U.S. Pat. No.
7,447,611, which claims the benefits of expired U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/798,924 filed May 9,
2006.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a system and method for compara-
tive operational performance analysis of one or more units,
such as those used in industrial, power generation, pipeline,
or refining facilities, using computer software, computer
hardware, graphical presentation of results and statistical
frontier analysis.

2. Background Summary

Negative competition requires that units perform in the
most cost-effective manner consistent with their intended
use. This means achieving strategic levels of realistic reliabil-
ity and expenditures on a consistent basis. The cost-effective
element of this relationship is the hardest to achieve. To be
effective, a unit’s reliability goals and expenditures must be
matched with competitive expectations. Defining what con-
stitutes competitive goals requires critical assessments and
comparisons, which can best be done using statistical bench-
marking techniques.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

What are the costs to maintain capacity, for example, an
“available” or “reliable” kilowatt; and what are the correct,
feasible and optimal targets to be set for each of the target
units in this regard (i.e., cost efficiency)? The result is not a
single point answer or a relationship that directly equates a
given reliability level with a given expenditure. Rather, the
result is a range of achievable reliability objectives and
expenditure patterns containing the information needed to
support unit-specific strategies. By way of example, applying
the results of this methodology maybe dependent upon the
design characteristics, operating objectives as well as main-
tenance and plant betterment activities established for each
unit.

Embodiments of the present invention provide a hardware
and software tool, which overcome drawbacks of existing
systems by providing a system and methodology for estimat-
ing a generating unit’s potential reliability and cost that
enables dynamic analyses. The predictive system and meth-
odology of this embodiment is based on an evaluation of the
relationship of unit reliability with key parameters, such as
unit design characteristics, operational factors, maintenance,
and plant betterment activities. While the detailed embodi-
ments described herein deal with the power generation indus-
try, these embodiments are illustrative and exemplary only,
since the present invention may be used in numerous types of
facilities, including but not limited to: refining, pipeline,
chemical, industrial, pharmaceutical, healthcare, agricul-
tural, environmental, offshore energy production, and educa-
tional facilities.

Anembodiment of the present invention includes a method
for generating a complete frontier curve comprising the steps
of: providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to
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a plurality of units, the user-selected data comprising a plu-
rality of variables; and computing a complete frontier curve
for a user-selected dataset corresponding to at least one of the
plurality of variables.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
power generating units, the user-selected data comprising a
plurality of variables, wherein plurality of variables com-
prises one or more of: maintenance costs, unit capacity rating,
fuel cost, reserve shutdown hours, cost/megawatt-hour, criti-
cality, and number of reheats; determining a geometric center
of the dataset; determining an orientation for the dataset
based on the geometric center; converting the dataset to a
predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for complete frontier curves based on the
frontier data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the
complete frontier curves based on the geometric center; com-
puting complete frontier curve base data values; converting
the complete frontier curve based on the geometric center of
the dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the complete
frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the
user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
refining units, the user-selected data comprising a plurality of
variables, wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or
more of: maintenance costs, throughput, geographic location,
product type, labor costs, facility availability percentage, and
maximum capacity; determining a geometric center of the
dataset; determining an orientation for the dataset based on
the geometric center; converting the dataset to a predeter-
mined coordinate system based on the geometric center; cat-
egorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants based on the geometric center; generating fron-
tier curves using the categorized data; determining maximum
and minimum values of variables in the dataset for frontier
curves; applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset
for each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data; combining the filtered data into frontier
data groups based on user inputs; computing maxima and
minima for complete frontier curves based on the frontier data
groups; optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier
curves based on the geometric center; computing complete
frontier curve base data values; converting the complete fron-
tier curve based on the geometric center of the dataset; dis-
playing a user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve;
and comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected
portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
pipeline units, the user-selected data comprising a plurality of
variables, wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or
more of: engine maintenance costs, throughput, compression
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type, turbine starts, rights-of-way costs, land leases, popula-
tion density, environmental costs, total installed horsepower,
number of engines, pipeline segment length, pipeline diam-
eter, storage capacity, and fuel costs; determining a geometric
center of the dataset; determining an orientation for the
dataset based on the geometric center; converting the dataset
to a predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for complete frontier curves based on the
frontier data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the
complete frontier curves based on the geometric center; com-
puting complete frontier curve base data values; converting
the complete frontier curve based on the geometric center of
the dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the complete
frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the
user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve.
Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
chemical units, the user-selected data comprising a plurality
of variables, wherein the plurality of variables comprises one
or more of: size of reactor vessels, number of reactor vessels,
usage rates for raw materials, production rates per product,
storage capacity, energy usage, carbon emissions, plant avail-
ability percentage, maintenance costs, safety costs, accident
rates, and automation costs; determining a geometric center
of the dataset; determining an orientation for the dataset
based on the geometric center; converting the dataset to a
predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for complete frontier curves based on the
frontier data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the
complete frontier curves based on the geometric center; com-
puting complete frontier curve base data values; converting
the complete frontier curve based on the geometric center of
the dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the complete
frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the
user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve.
Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
industrial units, the user-selected data comprising a plurality
of variables, wherein the plurality of variables comprises one
or more of: accident rate, product quality, manufacturing
schedules, delivery schedules, accounts receivables, mainte-
nance costs, gross profits, and revenue; determining a geo-
metric center of the dataset; determining an orientation for the
dataset based on the geometric center; converting the dataset
to a predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for complete frontier curves based on the
frontier data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the
complete frontier curves based on the geometric center; com-
puting complete frontier curve base data values; converting
the complete frontier curve based on the geometric center of
the dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the complete
frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the
user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
pharmaceutical units, the user-selected data comprising a
plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of variables com-
prises one or more of: accident rate, batch quality, number of
batches, projected yields, actual yields, number of processes,
dose size production, manufacturing schedules, ingredient
stocks, ingredient suppliers, number of recalls, work shifts,
and maintenance costs; determining a geometric center of the
dataset; determining an orientation for the dataset based on
the geometric center; converting the dataset to a predeter-
mined coordinate system based on the geometric center; cat-
egorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants based on the geometric center; generating fron-
tier curves using the categorized data; determining maximum
and minimum values of variables in the dataset for frontier
curves; applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset
for each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data; combining the filtered data into frontier
data groups based on user inputs; computing maxima and
minima for complete frontier curves based on the frontier data
groups; optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier
curves based on the geometric center; computing complete
frontier curve base data values; converting the complete fron-
tier curve based on the geometric center of the dataset; dis-
playing a user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve;
and comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected
portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
healthcare units, the user-selected data comprising a plurality
of'variables, wherein the plurality of variables comprises one
or more of: total cost of service per year, total expenditure on
non-labor inputs, total administrative costs, cost of purchased
services, number of patients treated per year by patient cat-
egory, average length of patient stay, average age of patients,
area of specialization, average severity of cases, relative
weight of caseload, physician’s average age, fraction of case-
load with satisfactory outcomes, nursing staff hourly wages,
hourly wage for physicians and other professional staff,
hourly wage for all other staff, number of beds, number of
medical doctors, registered nurses, nonregistered nurses,
nurse trainees, therapists, general and other staff, occupancy
rate, proportion of patients older than 65, Medicare, Medic-
aid, private and other patient days, percentage of doctors on
staff, rate of hospital admissions per 1000 population, union-
ization, level of malpractice premiums, percentage of visits
using lab tests or x-rays, years of physician experience, num-
ber of physicians per 1000 county population, population
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density, number of acute-care beds, number of long-term
beds, number of emergency visits, proportion of female
patients, and teaching facilities; determining a geometric cen-
ter of the dataset; determining an orientation for the dataset
based on the geometric center; converting the dataset to a
predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for complete frontier curves based on the
frontier data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the
complete frontier curves based on the geometric center; com-
puting complete frontier curve base data values; converting
the complete frontier curve based on the geometric center of
the dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the complete
frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the
user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
agricultural units, the user-selected data comprising a plural-
ity of variables, wherein the plurality of variables comprises
one or more of: land area dedicated to crops, quantity pro-
duced and actually harvested by grain type, labor type,
machines, types of fertilizers and nutrient contents, types of
pesticides, grain types planted, seeds and seedlings, land
rental rates and monthly salaries paid wage earners, types of
mechanization available, stocks of tractors and harvesters,
available irrigation and water resources, average temperature,
average rainfall, degree days compared to a standard mea-
sure, length of growing season, altitude, latitude, country, and
region; determining a geometric center of the dataset; deter-
mining an orientation for the dataset based on the geometric
center; converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system based on the geometric center; categorizing data from
the dataset into a plurality of hemispheres and quadrants
based on the geometric center; generating frontier curves
using the categorized data; determining maximum and mini-
mum values of variables in the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for each
of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, generating
filtered data; combining the filtered data into frontier data
groups based on user inputs; computing maxima and minima
for complete frontier curves based on the frontier data groups;
optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier curves
based on the geometric center; computing complete frontier
curve base data values; converting the complete frontier curve
based on the geometric center of the dataset; displaying a
user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve; and com-
paring a target unit’s data with the user-selected portion of the
complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
environmental units, the user-selected data comprising a plu-
rality of variables, wherein the plurality of variables com-
prises one or more of: ratio of area of disturbed land to total
area, total linear edge between natural land cover and human
land use, ratio of average patch size to the maximum possible,
proportion of endangered species to total individual species,
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mortality in growing stock on timberlands, ratio of actual
productivity on timberlands to potential productivity, abso-
lute value of the difference between recent stream flow and
historical average, total nitrogen measured in surface waters,
maximum pH in precipitation minus observed pH in precipi-
tation, total phosphorous measured in surface waters, total
toxic chemical releases to the environment (air, water, and
land), proportion of area that is designated as protected,
human population density, dam density, beef cattle density,
mining density, productive oil and gas well density, timber
harvest, road density, outdoor recreation activity measures,
total farm production, mean annual temperature, spatial
variation in temperature, seasonal variation in temperature,
mean annual precipitation, seasonal variation in precipita-
tion, spatial variation in precipitation, and total vegetation
carbon; determining a geometric center of the dataset; deter-
mining an orientation for the dataset based on the geometric
center; converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system based on the geometric center; categorizing data from
the dataset into a plurality of hemispheres and quadrants
based on the geometric center; generating frontier curves
using the categorized data; determining maximum and mini-
mum values of variables in the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for each
of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, generating
filtered data; combining the filtered data into frontier data
groups based on user inputs; computing maxima and minima
for complete frontier curves based on the frontier data groups;
optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier curves
based on the geometric center; computing complete frontier
curve base data values; converting the complete frontier curve
based on the geometric center of the dataset; displaying a
user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve; and com-
paring a target unit’s data with the user-selected portion of the
complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
offshore energy production units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of: offshore drilling costs
grouped by depth intervals, operating costs for each platform,
monthly oil output, monthly gas output, produced water, plat-
form size, platform water depth, oil reserve size, gas reserve
size, reservoir-level porosity, oil output, gas output, produced
water output, quantity of fluid injected, number of exploration
wells drilled, total drilling distance of exploration wells, total
vertical distance of exploration wells, number of develop-
ment wells drilled, total drilling distance of development
wells, total vertical distance of development wells, number of
platforms, total number of slots, total number of slots drilled,
water depth, oil reserves, gas reserves, original proved oil and
gas combined reserves, number of environmental regulations,
environmental compliance costs, and environmental emis-
sions; determining a geometric center of the dataset; deter-
mining an orientation for the dataset based on the geometric
center; converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system based on the geometric center; categorizing data from
the dataset into a plurality of hemispheres and quadrants
based on the geometric center; generating frontier curves
using the categorized data; determining maximum and mini-
mum values of variables in the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for each
of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, generating
filtered data; combining the filtered data into frontier data
groups based on user inputs; computing maxima and minima
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for complete frontier curves based on the frontier data groups;
optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier curves
based on the geometric center; computing complete frontier
curve base data values; converting the complete frontier curve
based on the geometric center of the dataset; displaying a
user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve; and com-
paring a target unit’s data with the user-selected portion of the
complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
educational units, the user-selected data comprising a plural-
ity of variables, wherein the plurality of variables comprises
one or more of: school district, state, population in district,
average family income in district, average level of education
of'school district population, average performance on several
standardized tests by grade level, number of classroom days
in the school year, instructional expenditures per student,
other expenditures per student, average teacher salary, aver-
age years of experience for teachers, proportion of teachers
having an advanced degree, student-teacher ratio, total enroll-
ment in school, percent of students eligible for subsidized
lunches, percent minority students, percent of students clas-
sified as possessing English proficiency, number of teachers,
number of teacher aides, ratio of administrative staffto teach-
ing staff, expenditures per student for administrative and
other school operations, district school taxes per student, and
average administrative salary; determining a geometric cen-
ter of the dataset; determining an orientation for the dataset
based on the geometric center; converting the dataset to a
predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for complete frontier curves based on the
frontier data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the
complete frontier curves based on the geometric center; com-
puting complete frontier curve base data values; converting
the complete frontier curve based on the geometric center of
the dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the complete
frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the
user-selected portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a server, comprising: a processor, and a
storage subsystem; a database stored by the storage sub-
system comprising: a plurality of data corresponding to units;
and a computer program stored by the storage subsystem that,
when executed, causes the processor to: select a dataset from
the plurality of data corresponding to user selection criteria;
and determine a complete frontier curve based on the dataset.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to power generating units, wherein plurality of data com-
prises one or more of: maintenance costs, unit capacity rating,
fuel cost, reserve shutdown hours, cost/megawatt-hour, criti-
cality, and number of reheats; and a computer program stored
by the first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the
processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
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sponding to a user selection; determine a complete frontier
curve based on the dataset; and compare data of a target unit
with a portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to refining units; and a computer program stored by the
first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the pro-
cessor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
sponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality of data
comprises one or more of: maintenance costs, throughput,
geographic location, product type, labor costs, facility avail-
ability percentage, and maximum capacity; determine a com-
plete frontier curve based on the dataset; and compare data of
a target unit with a portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to pipeline units; and a computer program stored by the
first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the pro-
cessor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
sponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality of data
comprises one or more of: engine maintenance costs,
throughput, compression type, turbine starts, rights-of-way
costs, land leases, population density, environmental costs,
total installed horsepower, number of engines, pipeline seg-
ment length, pipeline diameter, storage capacity, and fuel
costs; determine a complete frontier curve based on the
dataset; and compare data of a target unit with a portion of the
complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to chemical units; and a computer program stored by the
first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the pro-
cessor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
sponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality of data
comprises one or more of: size of reactor vessels, number of
reactor vessels, usage rates for raw materials, production rates
per product, storage capacity, energy usage, carbon emis-
sions, plant availability percentage, maintenance costs, safety
costs, accident rates, and automation costs; determine a com-
plete frontier curve based on the dataset; and compare data of
a target unit with a portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to industrial units; and a computer program stored by the
first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the pro-
cessor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
sponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality of data
comprises one or more of: accident rate, product quality,
manufacturing schedules, delivery schedules, accounts
receivables, maintenance costs, gross profits, and revenue;
determine a complete frontier curve based on the dataset; and
compare data of a target unit with a portion of the complete
frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
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and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to pharmaceutical units; and a computer program stored
by the first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the
processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
sponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality of data
comprises one or more of: accident rate, batch quality, num-
ber of batches, projected yields, actual yields, number of
processes, dose size production, manufacturing schedules,
ingredient stocks, ingredient suppliers, number of recalls,
work shifts, and maintenance costs; determine a complete
frontier curve based on the dataset; and compare data of a
target unit with a portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to healthcare units; and a computer program stored by the
first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the pro-
cessor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
sponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality of data
comprises one or more of: total cost of service per year, total
expenditure on non-labor inputs, total administrative costs,
cost of purchased services, number of patients treated per
year by patient category, average length of patient stay, aver-
age age of patients, area of specialization, average severity of
cases, relative weight of caseload, physician’s average age,
fraction of caseload with satisfactory outcomes, nursing staff
hourly wages, hourly wage for physicians and other profes-
sional staft, hourly wage for all other staff, number of beds,
number of medical doctors, registered nurses, nonregistered
nurses, nurse trainees, therapists, general and other staff,
occupancy rate, proportion of patients older than 65, Medi-
care, Medicaid, private and other patient days, percentage of
doctors on staft] rate of hospital admissions per 1000 popu-
lation, unionization, level of malpractice premiums, percent-
age of visits using lab tests or x-rays, years of physician
experience, number of physicians per 1000 county popula-
tion, population density, number of acute-care beds, number
of'long-term beds, number of emergency visits, proportion of
female patients, and teaching facilities; determine a complete
frontier curve based on the dataset; and compare data of a
target unit with a portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to agricultural units; and a computer program stored by
the first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the
processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
sponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality of data
comprises one or more of: land area dedicated to crops, quan-
tity produced and actually harvested by grain type, labor type,
machines, types of fertilizers and nutrient contents, types of
pesticides, grain types planted, seeds and seedlings, land
rental rates and monthly salaries paid wage earners, types of
mechanization available, stocks of tractors and harvesters,
available irrigation and water resources, average temperature,
average rainfall, degree days compared to a standard mea-
sure, length of growing season, altitude, latitude, country, and
region; determine a complete frontier curve based on the
dataset; and compare data of a target unit with a portion of the
complete frontier curve.
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Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to environmental units; and a computer program stored by
the first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the
processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
sponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality of data
comprises one or more of: ratio of area of disturbed land to
total area, total linear edge between natural land cover and
human land use, ratio of average patch size to the maximum
possible, proportion of endangered species to total individual
species, mortality in growing stock on timberlands, ratio of
actual productivity on timberlands to potential productivity,
absolute value of the difference between recent stream flow
and historical average, total nitrogen measured in surface
waters, maximum pH in precipitation minus observed pH in
precipitation, total phosphorous measured in surface waters,
total toxic chemical releases to the environment (air, water,
and land), proportion of area that is designated as protected,
human population density, dam density, beef cattle density,
mining density, productive oil and gas well density, timber
harvest, road density, outdoor recreation activity measures,
total farm production, mean annual temperature, spatial
variation in temperature, seasonal variation in temperature,
mean annual precipitation, seasonal variation in precipita-
tion, spatial variation in precipitation, and total vegetation
carbon; determine a complete frontier curve based on the
dataset; and compare data of a target unit with a portion of the
complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to offshore energy production units; and a computer pro-
gram stored by the first storage subsystem that, when
executed, causes the processor to: select a dataset from the
plurality of data corresponding to a user selection, wherein
the plurality of data comprises one or more of: offshore drill-
ing costs grouped by depth intervals, operating costs for each
platform, monthly oil output, monthly gas output, produced
water, platform size, platform water depth, oil reserve size,
gas reserve size, reservoir-level porosity, oil output, gas out-
put, produced water output, quantity of fluid injected, number
of exploration wells drilled, total drilling distance of explo-
ration wells, total vertical distance of exploration wells, num-
ber of development wells drilled, total drilling distance of
development wells, total vertical distance of development
wells, number of platforms, total number of slots, total num-
ber of slots drilled, water depth, oil reserves, gas reserves,
original proved oil and gas combined reserves, number of
environmental regulations, environmental compliance costs,
and environmental emissions; determine a complete frontier
curve based on the dataset; and compare data of a target unit
with a portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to educational; and a computer program stored by the first
storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the processor
to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corresponding to
a user selection, wherein the plurality of data comprises one
or more of: school district, state, population in district, aver-
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age family income in district, average level of education of
school district population, average performance on several
standardized tests by grade level, number of classroom days
in the school year, instructional expenditures per student,
other expenditures per student, average teacher salary, aver-
age years of experience for teachers, proportion of teachers
having an advanced degree, student-teacher ratio, total enroll-
ment in school, percent of students eligible for subsidized
lunches, percent minority students, percent of students clas-
sified as possessing English proficiency, number of teachers,
number of teacher aides, ratio of administrative staffto teach-
ing staff, expenditures per student for administrative and
other school operations, district school taxes per student, and
average administrative salary; determine a complete frontier
curve based on the dataset; and compare data of a target unit
with a portion of the complete frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for generating a frontier curve comprising the steps
of: providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to
a plurality of reference units, the user-selected data compris-
ing a plurality of variables; and computing a frontier curve for
a user-selected dataset corresponding to at least one of the
plurality of variables.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference power generating units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables, wherein plurality of variables
comprises one or more of: maintenance costs, unit capacity
rating, fuel cost, reserve shutdown hours, cost/megawatt-
hour, criticality, and number of reheats; determining a geo-
metric center of the dataset; determining an orientation for the
dataset based on the geometric center; converting the dataset
to a predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for frontier curves based on the frontier
data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the frontier
curves based on the geometric center; computing frontier
curve base data values; converting the frontier curve based on
the geometric center of the dataset; displaying a user-selected
portion of the frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s
data with the user-selected portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference refining units, the user-selected data comprising a
plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of variables com-
prises one or more of: maintenance costs, throughput, geo-
graphic location, product type, labor costs, facility availabil-
ity percentage, and maximum capacity; determining a
geometric center of the dataset; determining an orientation
for the dataset based on the geometric center; converting the
dataset to a predetermined coordinate system based on the
geometric center; categorizing data from the dataset into a
plurality of hemispheres and quadrants based on the geomet-
ric center; generating frontier curves using the categorized
data; determining maximum and minimum values of vari-
ables in the dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical
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filter to the data from the dataset for each of the plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants, generating filtered data; combin-
ing the filtered data into frontier data groups based on user
inputs; computing maxima and minima for frontier curves
based on the frontier data groups; optimizing data envelop-
ment of the frontier curves based on the geometric center;
computing frontier curve base data values; converting the
frontier curve based on the geometric center of the dataset;
displaying a user-selected portion of the frontier curve; and
comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected portion
of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference pipeline units, the user-selected data comprising a
plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of variables com-
prises one or more of: engine maintenance costs, throughput,
compression type, turbine starts, rights-of-way costs, land
leases, population density, environmental costs, total
installed horsepower, number of engines, pipeline segment
length, pipeline diameter, storage capacity, and fuel costs;
determining a geometric center of the dataset; determining an
orientation for the dataset based on the geometric center;
converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate system
based on the geometric center; categorizing data from the
dataset into a plurality of hemispheres and quadrants based on
the geometric center; generating frontier curves using the
categorized data; determining maximum and minimum val-
ues of variables in the dataset for frontier curves; applying a
statistical filter to the data from the dataset for each of the
plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, generating filtered
data; combining the filtered data into frontier data groups
based on user inputs; computing maxima and minima for
frontier curves based on the frontier data groups; optimizing
data envelopment of the frontier curves based on the geomet-
ric center; computing frontier curve base data values; con-
verting the frontier curve based on the geometric center of the
dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the frontier
curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the user-se-
lected portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference chemical units, the user-selected data comprising a
plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of variables com-
prises one or more of: size of reactor vessels, number of
reactor vessels, usage rates for raw materials, production rates
per product, storage capacity, energy usage, carbon emis-
sions, plant availability percentage, maintenance costs, safety
costs, accident rates, and automation costs; determining a
geometric center of the dataset; determining an orientation
for the dataset based on the geometric center; converting the
dataset to a predetermined coordinate system based on the
geometric center; categorizing data from the dataset into a
plurality of hemispheres and quadrants based on the geomet-
ric center; generating frontier curves using the categorized
data; determining maximum and minimum values of vari-
ables in the dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical
filter to the data from the dataset for each of the plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants, generating filtered data; combin-
ing the filtered data into frontier data groups based on user
inputs; computing maxima and minima for frontier curves
based on the frontier data groups; optimizing data envelop-
ment of the frontier curves based on the geometric center;
computing frontier curve base data values; converting the
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frontier curve based on the geometric center of the dataset;
displaying a user-selected portion of the frontier curve; and
comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected portion
of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference industrial units, the user-selected data comprising a
plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of variables com-
prises one or more of: accident rate, product quality, manu-
facturing schedules, delivery schedules, accounts receiv-
ables, maintenance costs, gross profits, and revenue;
determining a geometric center of the dataset; determining an
orientation for the dataset based on the geometric center;
converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate system
based on the geometric center; categorizing data from the
dataset into a plurality of hemispheres and quadrants based on
the geometric center; generating frontier curves using the
categorized data; determining maximum and minimum val-
ues of variables in the dataset for frontier curves; applying a
statistical filter to the data from the dataset for each of the
plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, generating filtered
data; combining the filtered data into frontier data groups
based on user inputs; computing maxima and minima for
frontier curves based on the frontier data groups; optimizing
data envelopment of the frontier curves based on the geomet-
ric center; computing frontier curve base data values; con-
verting the frontier curve based on the geometric center of the
dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the frontier
curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the user-se-
lected portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference pharmaceutical units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of: accident rate, batch quality,
number of batches, projected yields, actual yields, number of
processes, dose size production, manufacturing schedules,
ingredient stocks, ingredient suppliers, number of recalls,
work shifts, and maintenance costs; determining a geometric
center of the dataset; determining an orientation for the
dataset based on the geometric center; converting the dataset
to a predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for frontier curves based on the frontier
data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the frontier
curves based on the geometric center; computing frontier
curve base data values; converting the frontier curve based on
the geometric center of the dataset; displaying a user-selected
portion of the frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s
data with the user-selected portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference healthcare units, the user-selected data comprising
a plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of variables
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comprises one or more of: total cost of service per year, total
expenditure on non-labor inputs, total administrative costs,
cost of purchased services, number of patients treated per
year by patient category, average length of patient stay, aver-
age age of patients, area of specialization, average severity of
cases, relative weight of caseload, physician’s average age,
fraction of caseload with satisfactory outcomes, nursing staff
hourly wages, hourly wage for physicians and other profes-
sional staft, hourly wage for all other staff, number of beds,
number of medical doctors, registered nurses, nonregistered
nurses, nurse trainees, therapists, general and other staff,
occupancy rate, proportion of patients older than 65, Medi-
care, Medicaid, private and other patient days, percentage of
doctors on staft] rate of hospital admissions per 1000 popu-
lation, unionization, level of malpractice premiums, percent-
age of visits using lab tests or x-rays, years of physician
experience, number of physicians per 1000 county popula-
tion, population density, number of acute-care beds, number
of'long-term beds, number of emergency visits, proportion of
female patients, and teaching facilities; determining a geo-
metric center of the dataset; determining an orientation for the
dataset based on the geometric center; converting the dataset
to a predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for frontier curves based on the frontier
data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the frontier
curves based on the geometric center; computing frontier
curve base data values; converting the frontier curve based on
the geometric center of the dataset; displaying a user-selected
portion of the frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s
data with the user-selected portion of the frontier curve.
Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference agricultural units, the user-selected data compris-
ing a plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of variables
comprises one or more of: land area dedicated to crops, quan-
tity produced and actually harvested by grain type, labor type,
machines, types of fertilizers and nutrient contents, types of
pesticides, grain types planted, seeds and seedlings, land
rental rates and monthly salaries paid wage earners, types of
mechanization available, stocks of tractors and harvesters,
available irrigation and water resources, average temperature,
average rainfall, degree days compared to a standard mea-
sure, length of growing season, altitude, latitude, country, and
region; determining a geometric center of the dataset; deter-
mining an orientation for the dataset based on the geometric
center; converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system based on the geometric center; categorizing data from
the dataset into a plurality of hemispheres and quadrants
based on the geometric center; generating frontier curves
using the categorized data; determining maximum and mini-
mum values of variables in the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for each
of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, generating
filtered data; combining the filtered data into frontier data
groups based on user inputs; computing maxima and minima
for frontier curves based on the frontier data groups; optimiz-
ing data envelopment of the frontier curves based on the
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geometric center; computing frontier curve base data values;
converting the frontier curve based on the geometric center of
the dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the frontier
curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the user-se-
lected portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference environmental units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of: ratio of area of disturbed land
to total area, total linear edge between natural land cover and
human land use, ratio of average patch size to the maximum
possible, proportion of endangered species to total individual
species, mortality in growing stock on timberlands, ratio of
actual productivity on timberlands to potential productivity,
absolute value of the difference between recent stream flow
and historical average, total nitrogen measured in surface
waters, maximum pH in precipitation minus observed pH in
precipitation, total phosphorous measured in surface waters,
total toxic chemical releases to the environment (air, water,
and land), proportion of area that is designated as protected,
human population density, dam density, beef cattle density,
mining density, productive oil and gas well density, timber
harvest, road density, outdoor recreation activity measures,
total farm production, mean annual temperature, spatial
variation in temperature, seasonal variation in temperature,
mean annual precipitation, seasonal variation in precipita-
tion, spatial variation in precipitation, and total vegetation
carbon; determining a geometric center of the dataset; deter-
mining an orientation for the dataset based on the geometric
center; converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system based on the geometric center; categorizing data from
the dataset into a plurality of hemispheres and quadrants
based on the geometric center; generating frontier curves
using the categorized data; determining maximum and mini-
mum values of variables in the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for each
of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, generating
filtered data; combining the filtered data into frontier data
groups based on user inputs; computing maxima and minima
for frontier curves based on the frontier data groups; optimiz-
ing data envelopment of the frontier curves based on the
geometric center; computing frontier curve base data values;
converting the frontier curve based on the geometric center of
the dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the frontier
curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the user-se-
lected portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference offshore energy production units, the user-selected
data comprising a plurality of variables, wherein the plurality
of variables comprises one or more of: offshore drilling costs
grouped by depth intervals, operating costs for each platform,
monthly oil output, monthly gas output, produced water, plat-
form size, platform water depth, oil reserve size, gas reserve
size, reservoir-level porosity, oil output, gas output, produced
water output, quantity of fluid injected, number of exploration
wells drilled, total drilling distance of exploration wells, total
vertical distance of exploration wells, number of develop-
ment wells drilled, total drilling distance of development
wells, total vertical distance of development wells, number of
platforms, total number of slots, total number of slots drilled,
water depth, oil reserves, gas reserves, original proved oil and
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gas combined reserves, number of environmental regulations,
environmental compliance costs, and environmental emis-
sions; determining a geometric center of the dataset; deter-
mining an orientation for the dataset based on the geometric
center; converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system based on the geometric center; categorizing data from
the dataset into a plurality of hemispheres and quadrants
based on the geometric center; generating frontier curves
using the categorized data; determining maximum and mini-
mum values of variables in the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for each
of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, generating
filtered data; combining the filtered data into frontier data
groups based on user inputs; computing maxima and minima
for frontier curves based on the frontier data groups; optimiz-
ing data envelopment of the frontier curves based on the
geometric center; computing frontier curve base data values;
converting the frontier curve based on the geometric center of
the dataset; displaying a user-selected portion of the frontier
curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the user-se-
lected portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
method for providing dynamic comparative operational per-
formance analyses comprising the steps of: providing a
dataset of user-selected data corresponding to a plurality of
reference educational units, the user-selected data compris-
ing a plurality of variables, wherein the plurality of variables
comprises one or more of: school district, state, population in
district, average family income in district, average level of
education of school district population, average performance
on several standardized tests by grade level, number of class-
room days in the school year, instructional expenditures per
student, other expenditures per student, average teacher sal-
ary, average years of experience for teachers, proportion of
teachers having an advanced degree, student-teacher ratio,
total enrollment in school, percent of students eligible for
subsidized lunches, percent minority students, percent of stu-
dents classified as possessing English proficiency, number of
teachers, number of teacher aides, ratio of administrative staff
to teaching staft, expenditures per student for administrative
and other school operations, district school taxes per student,
and average administrative salary; determining a geometric
center of the dataset; determining an orientation for the
dataset based on the geometric center; converting the dataset
to a predetermined coordinate system based on the geometric
center; categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data; deter-
mining maximum and minimum values of variables in the
dataset for frontier curves; applying a statistical filter to the
data from the dataset for each of the plurality of hemispheres
and quadrants, generating filtered data; combining the filtered
data into frontier data groups based on user inputs; computing
maxima and minima for frontier curves based on the frontier
data groups; optimizing data envelopment of the frontier
curves based on the geometric center; computing frontier
curve base data values; converting the frontier curve based on
the geometric center of the dataset; displaying a user-selected
portion of the frontier curve; and comparing a target unit’s
data with the user-selected portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a server, comprising: a processor, and a
storage subsystem; a database stored by the storage sub-
system comprising: a plurality of data corresponding to ref-
erence units; and a computer program stored by the storage
subsystem that, when executed, causes the processor to:
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select a dataset from the plurality of data corresponding to
user selection criteria; and determine a frontier curve based
on the dataset.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference power generating units; and a computer pro-
gram stored by the first storage subsystem that, when
executed, causes the processor to: select a dataset from the
plurality of data corresponding to a user selection, wherein
plurality of data comprises one or more of: maintenance
costs, unit capacity rating, fuel cost, reserve shutdown hours,
cost/megawatt-hour, criticality, and number of reheats; deter-
mine a frontier curve based on the dataset; and compare data
of a target unit with a portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference refining units; and a computer program stored
by the first storage subsystem that, when executed, causes the
processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of data corre-
sponding to auser selection, wherein the plurality of variables
comprises one or more of: maintenance costs, throughput,
geographic location, product type, labor costs, facility avail-
ability percentage, and maximum capacity; determine a fron-
tier curve based on the dataset; and compare data of a target
unit with a portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference pipeline units; and a computer program
stored by the first storage subsystem that, when executed,
causes the processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of
data corresponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality
of data comprises one or more of: engine maintenance costs,
throughput, compression type, turbine starts, rights-of-way
costs, land leases, population density, environmental costs,
total installed horsepower, number of engines, pipeline seg-
ment length, pipeline diameter, storage capacity, and fuel
costs; determine a frontier curve based on the dataset; and
compare data of a target unit with a portion of the frontier
curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference chemical units; and a computer program
stored by the first storage subsystem that, when executed,
causes the processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of
data corresponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality
of data comprises one or more of: size of reactor vessels,
number of reactor vessels, usage rates for raw materials,
production rates per product, storage capacity, energy usage,
carbon emissions, plant availability percentage, maintenance
costs, safety costs, accident rates, and automation costs;
determine a frontier curve based on the dataset; and compare
data of a target unit with a portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
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second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference industrial units; and a computer program
stored by the first storage subsystem that, when executed,
causes the processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of
data corresponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality
of data comprises one or more of: accident rate, product
quality, manufacturing schedules, delivery schedules,
accounts receivables, maintenance costs, gross profits, and
revenue; determine a frontier curve based on the dataset; and
compare data of a target unit with a portion of the frontier
curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference pharmaceutical units; and a computer pro-
gram stored by the first storage subsystem that, when
executed, causes the processor to: select a dataset from the
plurality of data corresponding to a user selection, wherein
the plurality of data comprises one or more of: accident rate,
batch quality, number of batches, projected yields, actual
yields, number of processes, dose size production, manufac-
turing schedules, ingredient stocks, ingredient suppliers,
number of recalls, work shifts, and maintenance costs; deter-
mine a frontier curve based on the dataset; and compare data
of a target unit with a portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference healthcare units; and a computer program
stored by the first storage subsystem that, when executed,
causes the processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of
data corresponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality
of data comprises one or more of: total cost of service per
year, total expenditure on non-labor inputs, total administra-
tive costs, cost of purchased services, number of patients
treated per year by patient category, average length of patient
stay, average age of patients, area of specialization, average
severity of cases, relative weight of caseload, physician’s
average age, fraction of caseload with satisfactory outcomes,
nursing staff hourly wages, hourly wage for physicians and
other professional staff, hourly wage for all other staft, num-
ber of beds, number of medical doctors, registered nurses,
nonregistered nurses, nurse trainees, therapists, general and
other staff, occupancy rate, proportion of patients older than
65, Medicare, Medicaid, private and other patient days, per-
centage of doctors on staff, rate of hospital admissions per
1000 population, unionization, level of malpractice premi-
ums, percentage of visits using lab tests or x-rays, years of
physician experience, number of physicians per 1000 county
population, population density, number of acute-care beds,
number of long-term beds, number of emergency visits, pro-
portion of female patients, and teaching facilities; determine
a frontier curve based on the dataset; and compare data of a
target unit with a portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference agricultural units; and a computer program
stored by the first storage subsystem that, when executed,
causes the processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of
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data corresponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality
of data comprises one or more of: land area dedicated to
crops, quantity produced and actually harvested by grain
type, labor type, machines, types of fertilizers and nutrient
contents, types of pesticides, grain types planted, seeds and
seedlings, land rental rates and monthly salaries paid wage
earners, types of mechanization available, stocks of tractors
and harvesters, available irrigation and water resources, aver-
age temperature, average rainfall, degree days compared to a
standard measure, length of growing season, altitude, lati-
tude, country, and region; determine a frontier curve based on
the dataset; and compare data of a target unit with a portion of
the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference environmental units; and a computer program
stored by the first storage subsystem that, when executed,
causes the processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of
data corresponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality
of data comprises one or more of: ratio of area of disturbed
land to total area, total linear edge between natural land cover
and human land use, ratio of average patch size to the maxi-
mum possible, proportion of endangered species to total indi-
vidual species, mortality in growing stock on timberlands,
ratio of actual productivity on timberlands to potential pro-
ductivity, absolute value of the difference between recent
stream flow and historical average, total nitrogen measured in
surface waters, maximum pH in precipitation minus observed
pH in precipitation, total phosphorous measured in surface
waters, total toxic chemical releases to the environment (air,
water, and land), proportion of area that is designated as
protected, human population density, dam density, beef cattle
density, mining density, productive oil and gas well density,
timber harvest, road density, outdoor recreation activity mea-
sures, total farm production, mean annual temperature, spa-
tial variation in temperature, seasonal variation in tempera-
ture, mean annual precipitation, seasonal variation in
precipitation, spatial variation in precipitation, and total veg-
etation carbon; determine a frontier curve based on the
dataset; and compare data of a target unit with a portion of the
frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference offshore energy production units; and a com-
puter program stored by the first storage subsystem that, when
executed, causes the processor to: select a dataset from the
plurality of data corresponding to a user selection, wherein
the plurality of data comprises one or more of: offshore drill-
ing costs grouped by depth intervals, operating costs for each
platform, monthly oil output, monthly gas output, produced
water, platform size, platform water depth, oil reserve size,
gas reserve size, reservoir-level porosity, oil output, gas out-
put, produced water output, quantity of fluid injected, number
of exploration wells drilled, total drilling distance of explo-
ration wells, total vertical distance of exploration wells, num-
ber of development wells drilled, total drilling distance of
development wells, total vertical distance of development
wells, number of platforms, total number of slots, total num-
ber of slots drilled, water depth, oil reserves, gas reserves,
original proved oil and gas combined reserves, number of
environmental regulations, environmental compliance costs,
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and environmental emissions; determine a frontier curve
based on the dataset; and compare data of a target unit with a
portion of the frontier curve.

Another embodiment of the present invention includes a
system comprising: a first server, comprising: a processor,
and a first storage subsystem; a second server, comprising: a
second storage subsystem; a database stored by the second
storage subsystem comprising: a plurality of data correspond-
ing to reference educational units; and a computer program
stored by the first storage subsystem that, when executed,
causes the processor to: select a dataset from the plurality of
data corresponding to a user selection, wherein the plurality
of'data comprises one or more of: school district, state, popu-
lation in district, average family income in district, average
level of education of school district population, average per-
formance on several standardized tests by grade level, num-
ber of classroom days in the school year, instructional expen-
ditures per student, other expenditures per student, average
teacher salary, average years of experience for teachers, pro-
portion of teachers having an advanced degree, student-
teacher ratio, total enrollment in school, percent of students
eligible for subsidized lunches, percent minority students,
percent of students classified as possessing English profi-
ciency, number of teachers, number of teacher aides, ratio of
administrative staffto teaching staff, expenditures per student
for administrative and other school operations, district school
taxes per student, and average administrative salary; deter-
mine a frontier curve based on the dataset; and compare data
of a target unit with a portion of the frontier curve.

Itis expressly within the scope of the disclosed and claimed
present invention that one or more steps or limitations of the
present invention may be performed by a third party.

Several determinations are based on the geometric center,
instead of direct calculation, since the method includes the
filtering of data points, and, as necessary, data points may be
eliminated from a calculation if it is determined that the data
points would lead to a frontier curve that did not accurately
reflect the data as a whole.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A Dbetter understanding of the present invention can be
obtained when the following detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiment is considered in conjunction with the
following drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of components for the claimed
product, system, and method.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an embodiment of the claimed
product, system, and method.

FIG. 3 is a screen shot of a frontier curve in an embodiment
of the claimed product, system, and method.

FIG. 4 is a screen shot of a complete frontier curve in an
embodiment of the claimed product, system, and method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
OF THE INVENTION

As shown in FIG. 1, the Performance Analysis System and
Method according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion is shown. While embodiments of the invention are
described in terms of power generating units by way of
example, the invention is not restricted to power generating
facilities, but encompasses other types of facilities including,
but not limited to, refining, pipeline, chemical, industrial,
pharmaceutical, healthcare, agricultural, environmental, off-
shore energy production, and educational facilities. Opera-
tional and cost data for generating units, where the design
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characteristics are known at a level of granularity consistent
with the analysis goals, serve as the basic input for this inven-
tion. Cost data 100 generally includes monies for operations,
fuel, maintenance, and capital improvements. The data is
consistent with the level of detail available in the reliability
data (e.g., components, subsystems, systems and unit) and
with the granularity of the reported reliability data (i.e.,
monthly).

The operational availability data 200 is composed of event
and performance information. The event database is a
detailed summary of the outage and derating events each unit
had during any given period. Summarized on a monthly basis,
the performance database includes capacity ratings, genera-
tion, loading modes, availability and unavailability hours, and
fuel quality information for each unit.

The Generating Unit Design 300 database in this embodi-
ment consists of details on the design parameters and
installed equipment on each unit.

The integrated data is stored in a database 400. This data-
base 400 in this embodiment serves as the primary data source
for all calculations and analysis. It is accessed by an analysis
controller 500 that coordinates what specific calculations are
requested by a user in this embodiment.

The analysis modules in this embodiment include reliabil-
ity data analysis reports 600 which list the desired reliability
metrics in a user-specified format.

The export options module 700 enables users to transfer
data and reports from this system to other user-specified
systems for extended analyses in this embodiment.

The reliability data analysis module 800 computes user-
specific summary metrics and indices including but not lim-
ited to monthly, period average, or period total unitized cost
data ($ per kW or per MWh) and reliability measures for the
peer-unit group that includes the target unit(s) only, the peer-
unit group including the target unit(s), or the peer-unit group
excluding the target unit(s).

The Graphical Frontier Analysis Module 900 enables users
to review various strategies assists the decision-making pro-
cess in setting realistic unit performance targets based on data
from actual achieved performance by units in the comparison
analysis as selected by the user.

As shown in FIG. 2, a pre-selected dataset, called the
results dataset, is used and its geometric center is determined
in step 905. The conversion of the results dataset from its
initial orientation, as determined in step 905, to polar coordi-
nates takes place in step 920 and step 925. The use of polar
coordinates is illustrative and exemplary only. The orienta-
tion of the results dataset is analyzed in step 910 and trans-
formations are applied in step 920 and a linear trend is dis-
played in step 915. The results dataset is further transformed
to polar coordinates in 925 and data values are categorized
into hemispheres and quadrants in step 930. The methodol-
ogy does not arbitrarily eliminate any generating unit that
might have experienced an abnormal occurrence (data out-
lier); this might, in itself, bias the results. As an example, a
generating unit’s Equivalent Forced Outage Rate (EFOR) or
expenditure pattern may be extremely high or low for one of
the study periods and more reasonable at others. Excluding
this high/low period would bias the analysis. Graphical data
analysis allows the user to be aware of these extremes and
subjective interpretations of these graphs could easily con-
sider them. The resultant dataset’s maxima and minima are
computed in step 935, which provides maximum and mini-
mum values for frontier curves. A statistical filter is applied in
step 940 to determine which data values will be used in the
frontier calculation. Based on user-specified inputs, the data
is combined into frontier groups and new maxima and
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minima are calculated for composite frontier curves in step
945. The complete frontier curve is composed of the indi-
vidual frontier curves (i.e. left hemisphere, right hemisphere,
top hemisphere, bottom hemisphere, upper right quadrant,
lower right quadrant, upper left quadrant, lower left quadrant)
for a variable. These complete frontier curves are further
refined to contain the maximum data envelopment in step
950. The frontier data groups are used to compute nonlinear
complete frontier curves in step 955. The complete frontier
curves are converted back to their original orientation in step
960 and step 965. The complete frontier curves are then
transformed to the results dataset center in step 960, re-ro-
tated to initial orientation in step 965, and displayed in graphi-
cal format superimposed on the detailed results dataset plot in
step 970. The order of the foregoing steps in this embodiment
is illustrative and exemplary, and the method may be prac-
ticed with the steps in a different order and may be performed
using individual frontier curves.

The interface between users world-wide is managed by the
Profile NxIL web service in 1000. This interface performs
functions related to data security and information manage-
ment between the database and the family of independent
users.

User selected target units to be benchmarked 1100 and the
peer-unit group that has similar design characteristics and
operational parameters of the target unit to the experience
data contained in the database 400 are compared.

Users may select the report format and structure for which
would like to view certain results 1200.

The graphical output 1300 is shown in FIG. 3. It is a
dynamic framework that enables users to continuously select
new result sets and re-analyze and re-compare their units’
performance. This integrated statistical graphical presenta-
tion is a part of the invention that enables users to re-select and
thereby refine, their results set to more precisely define their
performance peer group.

While FIG. 3 displays an individual frontier curve as the
graphical output 1300, FIG. 4 displays a complete frontier
curve, wherein the complete frontier curve is formed by com-
bining a plurality of individual frontier curves.

Example #1

In one embodiment of the invention, the user can extract
either monthly, period average, or period total unitized cost
data ($ per kW or per MWh) and reliability measures for the
peer-unit group that includes the target unit(s) only, the peer-
unit group including the target unit(s), or the peer-unit group
excluding the target unit(s). After tabulation and analysis of
the resultant reliability and cost data, the user may prepare
graphs showing unitized costs versus an appropriate reliabil-
ity measure. The user may draw median lines for the unitized
costs and reliability measure values to establish four distinct
quadrants as shown in FIG. 3. The methodology in this
example includes two statistical-based views of the data: (1)
using the quadrant diagram, determining the trend line for the
data to determine the change in the reliability measure per
incremental change in unitized cost, and (2) using the quad-
rant diagram, performing the Frontier Analysis for the appro-
priate section of the data (i.e., the “best-performance” quad-
rant or side of the dataset) where the sections are identified as:
quadrant (upper-right, upper-left, lower-right, and lower-left)
or side (top, bottom, left, and right). The graphical analysis
technique included in this invention in one embodiment,
allows the analysis of monthly, period average, and period
total values using quadrants. In this embodiment, quadrants
are formed when, a horizontal line is drawn at the median of
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the y-axis value and a vertical line is drawn at the median of
the x-axis value. The resulting “cross-hair” pattern allows the
units to be divided into quadrants as in FIG. 3. Each quadrant
can be seen to represent different operating and expenditure
strategies. This use of medians for each axis and quadrants is
illustrative and exemplary only and other lines may be used.
For example, several lines may be used to on each axis to
create a grid separating data points into highly specific
groups. Changes in spending and operating strategies could
be observed using multi-year rolling averages by reviewing
graphs for several successive multi-year periods.

In FIG. 3, the quadrants created in the embodiment provide
an indicator to the user of the performance of the target units
compared with the dataset of units overall. In this embodi-
ment, units with below median maintenance/SMWH and
below median EFOR appear in the lower left quadrant. Units
performing above the median in maintenance/SMWH and
EFOR appear in the upper right quadrant. In this embodi-
ment, a least squares fit is provided for all of the units and
displayed as a dashed line. In this embodiment, frontier
curves may be selected for viewing. Each frontier curve is
calculated to envelope an optimal portion of the dataset while
excluding extreme values (outliers). The decision of whether
a point is an outlier is based on a statistical determination. In
this embodiment, frontier curves may be displayed for any
quadrant or to either side of either of the median lines. This
display is illustrative and exemplary only.

The methodology shows that the benchmarking analysis
varies with the inherent design and historical operating char-
acteristics associated with the target unit(s). It also shows that
operations and maintenance costs and plant betterment activi-
ties vary and are dependent on the strategies assigned to each
generating unit. It demonstrates that given nearly any set of
circumstances, changes can be made affecting generating unit
reliability, costs, or both. In effect, by applying the method-
ology and making informed decisions, plant generation man-
agers can set realistic, data-based performance targets.

The methodology simultaneously considers the impact of
design and operational variables on the performance of an
electric generating unit. The design characteristics and opera-
tional factors of the target unit(s) are the focus of this meth-
odology. This results in the identification of a statistically
valid group of units that have similar traits. Within the peer
unit grouping, the units are not all the same, but they are not
different enough to be different.

There are many viewpoints on which design characteristics
and operation variables impact generating units. This meth-
odology allows the user to use their own knowledge of which
variables impact reliability. The benchmarking list includes
two types of variables: class and continuous. Class-types
include variables such as: criticality (supercritical versus sub-
critical), balanced versus pressurized furnace draft, number
of reheats, etc. These are yes/no-type variables. Examples of
continuous-type variables include: unit capacity ratings (gen-
erally between 1 and 1,200 MWe), reserve shutdown hours
(generally between 0 and 8,784 hours), and unit age or vin-
tage period based on year of installation. These are range-type
variables.

The dynamic nature of this invention allows users to iden-
tify key factors influencing performance. The procedure can
be applied to general unit types or tailored to a specific gen-
erating unit. The result is a more focused peer unit group
against which comparisons can be made.

Users can select specific reporting metrics and analysis
indices to be included in the data reports either for used within
this invention or for exporting 1400 to other software for
additional analyses.
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Example #2

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmark the
refining industry. Refining variables may be input into the
database, such as maintenance costs, throughput, geographic
location, product type, labor costs, facility availability per-
centage, and maximum capacity.

From these variables, a frontier curve is generated deter-
mining, by way of example, cost efficiency per unit product,
product per unit cost, and facility availability percentage rela-
tive to maintenance costs. Reference units, such as areference
refining unit, are constructed from the input variables and
used to establish benchmarks for comparison with target
refining units.

Example #3

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmark the
pipeline industry. Pipeline variables may be input into the
database, such as engine maintenance costs, throughput,
compression type, turbine starts, rights-of-way costs, land
leases, population density, environmental costs, total
installed horsepower, number of engines, pipeline segment
length, pipeline diameter, storage capacity, and fuel costs.

From these variables a frontier curve is generated deter-
mining, by way of example, best usage of fuel per unit horse-
power, overall performance by pipeline segment, pipeline
expansion cost effectiveness, and maintenance and environ-
mental costs dependent on population density. Reference
units, such as a reference pipeline, are constructed from the
input variables and used to establish benchmarks for com-
parison with target pipelines.

Example #4

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmark the
chemical industry. Chemical variables may be input into the
database, such as size and number of reactor vessels, usage
rates for raw materials, production rates per product, storage
capacity, energy usage, carbon emissions, plant availability
percentage, maintenance costs, safety costs, accident rates,
and automation costs.

From these variables a frontier curve is generated deter-
mining, by way of example, accident rates increase/decrease
with safety budget, plant availability percentage increase/
decrease with automation costs, identify lowest emissions
facilities, and carbon emissions increase/decrease with main-
tenance costs. Reference units, such as a reference chemical
plant, are constructed from the input variables and used to
establish benchmarks for comparison with target chemical
plant.

Example #5

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmark the
industrial facilities. Industrial variables may be input into the
database, such as accident rate, product quality, manufactur-
ing schedules, delivery schedules, accounts receivables,
maintenance costs, gross profits, and revenue.

From these variables a frontier curve is generated deter-
mining, by way of example, gross profit impact due to main-
tenance costs, revenue increase/decrease relative to product
quality, and plant safety increase/decrease compared with
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maintenance costs. Reference units, such as a reference
industrial plant, are constructed from the input variables and
used to establish benchmarks for comparison with target
industrial plant.

Example #6

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmark the
pharmaceutical industry. Pharmaceutical variables may be
input into the database, such as accident rate, batch quality,
number of batches, projected yields, actual yields, number of
processes, dose size production, manufacturing schedules,
ingredient stocks, ingredient suppliers, number of recalls,
work shifts, and maintenance costs.

From these variables a frontier curve is generated deter-
mining, by way of example, batch failure rate increase/de-
crease with ingredient suppliers, maintenance costs impact
due to number of processes, and batch quality increase/de-
crease by work shift. The manager can decide if one shift’s
performance exceeds the other or that they can be judged the
same. Other frontier analyses could involve for example, the
highest cycle times and the lowest number of batches failed,
and the lowest cycle times and the highest yields. Reference
units, such as a reference pharmaceutical plant, are con-
structed from the input variables and used to establish bench-
marks for comparison with target pharmaceutical plant.

Example #7

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmark the
healthcare industry. Healthcare variables may be input into
the database, such as total cost of service per year, total
expenditure on non-labor inputs, total administrative costs,
cost of purchased services, number of patients treated per
year by patient category, average length of patient stay, aver-
age age of patients, area of specialization, average severity of
cases, relative weight of caseload, physician’s average age,
fraction of caseload with satisfactory outcomes, nursing staff
hourly wages, hourly wage for physicians and other profes-
sional staft, hourly wage for all other staff, number of beds,
number of medical doctors, registered nurses, nonregistered
nurses, nurse trainees, therapists, general and other staff,
occupancy rate, proportion of patients older than 65, Medi-
care, Medicaid, private and other patient days, percentage of
doctors on staft] rate of hospital admissions per 1000 popu-
lation, unionization, level of malpractice premiums, percent-
age of visits using lab tests or x-rays, years of physician
experience, number of physicians per 1000 county popula-
tion, population density, number of acute-care beds, number
of'long-term beds, number of emergency visits, proportion of
female patients, teaching facilities, or any other variable to be
analyzed.

From these variables, a frontier curve is generated deter-
mining, by way of example, for-profit hospitals more/less
efficient than not-for-profit hospitals; public hospitals less/
more efficient than private hospitals; facilities with larger
Medicare populations and number of beds more/less effi-
cient; unionization or excess bed capacity add significantly to
hospital costs; government-controlled hospitals more/less
efficient; hospitals in highly competitive, population- and
physician-dense areas more/less efficient; greater expendi-
tures on administration and nursing staft associated with
higher efficiency; and are HMO type, profit status, federal
eligibility and age predictive variables for efficiency. Refer-
ence units, such as a reference hospital, are constructed from
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the input variables and used to establish benchmarks for
comparison with target hospitals or clinics.

Example #8

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmark in
the agricultural industry. Agricultural variables may be input
into the database, such as land (area dedicated to crops),
quantity produced and actually harvested by grain type, labor
by type (household labor, permanent and temporary employ-
ees, partners and other sources of farm labor), machines,
types of fertilizers and nutrient contents, types of pesticides,
grain types planted, seeds and seedlings, land rental rates and
monthly salaries paid wage earners, types of mechanization
available, stocks of tractors and harvesters, available irriga-
tion and water resources, average temperature, average rain-
fall, degree days compared to a standard measure, length of
growing season, altitude, latitude, country, and region, or any
other variable to be analyzed.

From these variables, a frontier curve is generated deter-
mining, by way of example, estimates of what the crop pro-
duction might have been if all producers used the same levels
of inputs but used them efficiently. More specifically, for
example, region A could have produced 5.4% more, and
region B could have boosted output by 96.5%. Can technical
efficiency be explained primarily by soil and climatic condi-
tions and irrigation? If, for example, all regional agricultural
producers were to produce at the technically efficiency fron-
tier, the nation/regional crop production could increase by
more than 30%. Reference units, such as reference farms or
regions, are constructed from the input variables and used to
establish benchmarks for comparison with target farms or
regions.

Example #9

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmark the
field of environmental protection and monitoring. The pri-
mary variables include measures of human activity and indi-
cators of forest and rangeland conditions in place of the more
traditional economic inputs (costs) and outputs such as: ratio
of area of disturbed land to total area, total linear edge
between natural land cover and human land use, ratio of
average patch size to the maximum possible, proportion of
endangered species to total individual species, mortality in
growing stock on timberlands, ratio of actual productivity on
timberlands to potential productivity, absolute value of the
difference between recent stream flow and historical average,
total nitrogen measured in surface waters, maximum pH in
precipitation minus observed pH in precipitation, total phos-
phorous measured in surface waters, total toxic chemical
releases to the environment (air, water, and land), proportion
of area that is designated as protected, human population
density, dam density, beef cattle density, mining density, pro-
ductive oil and gas well density, timber harvest, road density,
outdoor recreation activity measures, total farm production,
mean annual temperature, spatial variation in temperature,
seasonal variation in temperature, mean annual precipitation,
seasonal variation in precipitation, spatial variation in pre-
cipitation, total vegetation carbon, or any other variable to be
analyzed. These variables would be collected by country and
region/county.

A frontier curve is generated determining, by way of
example, areas in a country where there is maximum potential
for improving the forest and rangeland condition, based on
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various indicator variables; what could be reasonably and
realistically achievable in determining/forecasting the poten-
tial impact on forest and rangelands by increasing recre-
ational use of these areas, expanding or reducing rangelands
for cattle grazing, opening areas to drilling, and harvesting
timber in national forest and grasslands. Reference units,
such as reference counties or regions, are constructed from
the input variables and used to establish benchmarks for
comparison with target farms or regions.

Example #10

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmarking
the offshore energy production industry. The database could
include offshore exploration, development, and production
data such as offshore drilling costs grouped by depth inter-
vals, operating costs for each platform, monthly oil, gas, and
produced water outputs from every well in a region by year;
borehole data describing drilling activity for each well; plat-
form data such as size (i.e., slots) and water depth for each
platform including substructures; field reserve data including
oil and gas reserve sizes and discovery year for each field; and
reservoir-level porosity information/measurements. The
database could also be comprised of well-level data for oil
output, gas output, produced water output, and the quantity of
fluid injected, and field-level data for the number of explora-
tion wells drilled, total drilling distance of exploration wells,
total vertical distance of exploration wells, number of devel-
opment wells drilled, total drilling distance of development
wells, total vertical distance of development wells, number of
platforms, total number of slots, total number of slots drilled,
water depth, oil reserves, gas reserves, original proved oil and
gas combined reserves, number of environmental regulations,
environmental compliance costs, environmental emission
data including water pollutants, discovery year, porosity, or
any other variable to be analyzed.

The frontier curves are generated to determine, by way of
example, the effect of technological change on the offshore
energy production industry at the field level over time; the
impact of water depth (drilling wells in deeper waters); the
impact (significant or insignificant) on offshore production
resulting from environmental regulation; changes in produc-
tion efficiency at the field level due to depletion of reserves
and resulting expansion of exploration and production in deep
waters; and impacts over time due to technological change
and improvement in management. Reference units, such as
reference wells or platforms, are constructed from input vari-
able and used to establish benchmarks for comparison with
target wells and platforms.

Example #11

The present invention is used to generate one or more
frontier curves or a complete frontier curve to benchmark
educational systems. The database could include annual data
on each school: school district, state, population in district,
average family income in district, average level of education
of'school district population, average performance on several
standardized tests by grade level, number of classroom days
in the school year, instructional expenditures per student,
other expenditures per student, average teacher salary, aver-
age years of experience for teachers, proportion of teachers
having an advanced degree, student-teacher ratio, total enroll-
ment in school, percent of students eligible for subsidized
lunches, percent minority students, percent of students clas-
sified as possessing English proficiency (e.g., English as a
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secondary language), number of teachers, number of teacher
aides, ratio of administrative staft to teaching staff, expendi-
tures per student for administrative and other school opera-
tions, district school taxes per student, average administrative
salary, or any other variable to be analyzed.

From these variables, the frontier curve generated deter-
mines, by way of example, impact of spending on student test
scores on the standardized tests; impact of reducing non-
instructional and shifting to instructional spending on aca-
demic achievement for a given grade level; impediments to
learning created by the environment for schools with higher
percentages of disadvantaged students; effects on academic
achievement due to increasing or freezing teacher salaries,
increasing class sizes, or providing teachers with teaching
aides; effects of district or school size on efficiency of school
districts. Reference units, such as classes, schools, and col-
leges, are constructed from the input variables and used to
establish benchmarks for comparison with target classes,
schools, and colleges.

The foregoing disclosure and description of various
embodiments of the invention are illustrative and explanatory
thereof, and various changes in the details of the illustrated
system and method may be made without departing from the
scope of the invention.

We claim:

1. A method for generating a complete frontier curve com-
prising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of units, the user-selected data comprising a
plurality of variables; and

computing a complete frontier curve for a user-selected

dataset corresponding to at least one of the plurality of

variables, wherein computing a complete frontier curve

comprises the step of:

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system,

filtering the dataset; and

combining data from the dataset into a plurality of fron-
tier groups.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein computing a complete
frontier curve further comprises the step of:

computing the complete frontier curve from the plurality of

frontier groups.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein converting the dataset
further comprises the steps of:

determining an initial orientation for the dataset; and

rotating the dataset to a predetermined orientation.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein converting the dataset
comprises the step of:

determining an initial orientation for the dataset; and

wherein computing the complete frontier curve further

comprises the step of:
reorienting the complete frontier curve to the initial ori-
entation.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein reorienting the complete
frontier curve comprises the steps of:

transforming the complete frontier curve to the dataset

center; and

rotating the complete frontier curve to the initial orienta-

tion.

6. A method for generating a complete frontier curve com-
prising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of units, the user-selected data comprising a
plurality of variables; and

computing a complete frontier curve for a user-selected

dataset corresponding to at least one of the plurality of
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variables, wherein computing a complete frontier curve

further comprises the steps of:

categorizing data from the dataset into hemispheres and
quadrants;

computing maxima and minima for the variables of the
dataset;

computing a plurality of frontier curves corresponding
to the hemispheres and quadrants;

statistically filtering the dataset;

combining the variables into frontier groups, creating
composite frontier curves;

computing maxima and minima for the composite fron-
tier curves; and

combining the composite frontier curves into a complete
frontier curve.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein statistically filtering the
dataset comprises the step of:

removing outlier data points.

8. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of power generating units, the user-selected

data comprising a plurality of variables, wherein plural-

ity of variables comprises one or more of:

maintenance costs, unit capacity rating, fuel cost,
reserve shutdown hours, cost/megawatt-hour, criti-
cality, and number of reheats;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants,
generating filtered data; combining the filtered data into
frontier data groups based on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the plurality of variables
comprises one or more of unit design characteristics, opera-
tions factors, and maintenance and plant betterment data, or
combinations thereof.

10. The method of claim 8 comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

11. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of refining units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more

of:
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maintenance costs, throughput, geographic location,
product type, labor costs, facility availability percent-
age, and maximum capacity;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

13. The method of claim 11 comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

14. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of pipeline units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more

of:

engine maintenance costs, throughput, compression
type, turbine starts, rights-of-way costs, land leases,
population density, environmental costs, total
installed horsepower, number of engines, pipeline
segment length, pipeline diameter, storage capacity,
and fuel costs;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;
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optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

16. The method of claim 14 comprising the additional step
of

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

17. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

aplurality of chemical units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more

of:
size of reactor vessels, number of reactor vessels, usage
rates for raw materials, production rates per product,
storage capacity, energy usage, carbon emissions,
plant availability percentage, maintenance costs,
safety costs, accident rates, and automation costs;
determining a geometric center of the dataset;
determining an orientation for the dataset based on the
geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and comparing a target unit’s data with the user-
selected portion of the complete frontier curve.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

19. The method of claim 17 comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

20. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

aplurality of industrial units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more

of:
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accident rate, product quality, manufacturing schedules,
delivery schedules, accounts receivables, mainte-
nance costs, gross profits, and revenue; determining a
geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

22. The method of claim 20 comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

23. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of pharmaceutical units, the user-selected
data comprising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more

of:

accident rate, batch quality, number of batches, pro-
jected yields, actual yields, number of processes, dose
size production, manufacturing schedules, ingredient
stocks, ingredient suppliers, number of recalls, work
shifts, and maintenance costs;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;



US 8,060,341 B2

33

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

25. The method of claim 23 comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

26. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of healthcare units, the user-selected data

comprising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more
of:

total cost of service per year, total expenditure on non-
labor inputs, total administrative costs, cost of pur-
chased services, number of patients treated per year
by patient category, average length of patient stay,
average age of patients, area of specialization, aver-
age severity of cases, relative weight of caseload,
physician’s average age, fraction of caseload with
satisfactory outcomes, nursing staff hourly wages,
hourly wage for physicians and other professional
staff, hourly wage for all other staff, number of beds,
number of medical doctors, registered nurses, nonreg-
istered nurses, nurse trainees, therapists, general and
other staff, occupancy rate, proportion of patients
older than 65, Medicare, Medicaid, private and other
patient days, percentage of doctors on staff, rate of
hospital admissions per 1000 population, unioniza-
tion, level of malpractice premiums, percentage of
visits using lab tests or x-rays, years of physician
experience, number of physicians per 1000 county
population, population density, number of acute-care
beds, number of long-term beds, number of emer-
gency visits, proportion of female patients, and teach-
ing facilities;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;
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displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

28. The method of claim 26 comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

29. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of agricultural units, the user-selected data
comprising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more

of:

land area dedicated to crops, quantity produced and actu-

ally harvested by grain type, labor type, machines, types
of fertilizers and nutrient contents, types of pesticides,
grain types planted, seeds and seedlings, land rental
rates and monthly salaries paid wage earners, types of
mechanization available, stocks of tractors and harvest-
ers, available irrigation and water resources, average
temperature, average rainfall, degree days comparedto a
standard measure, length of growing season, altitude,
latitude, country, and region;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

30. The method of claim 29, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

31. The method of claim 29 comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

32. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

aplurality of environmental units, the user-selected data
comprising a plurality of variables,
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wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more
of:

ratio of area of disturbed land to total area, total linear
edge between natural land cover and human land use,
ratio of average patch size to the maximum possible,
proportion of endangered species to total individual
species, mortality in growing stock on timberlands,
ratio of actual productivity on timberlands to potential
productivity, absolute value of the difference between
recent stream flow and historical average, total nitro-
gen measured in surface waters, maximum pH in pre-
cipitation minus observed pH in precipitation, total
phosphorous measured in surface waters, total toxic
chemical releases to the environment (air, water, and
land), proportion of area that is designated as pro-
tected, human population density, dam density, beef
cattle density, mining density, productive oil and gas
well density, timber harvest, road density, outdoor
recreation activity measures, total farm production,
mean annual temperature, spatial variation in tem-
perature, seasonal variation in temperature, mean
annual precipitation, seasonal variation in precipita-
tion, spatial variation in precipitation, and total veg-

etation carbon;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

33. The method of claim 32, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

34. The method of claim 32 comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

35. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of offshore energy production units, the user-
selected data comprising a plurality of variables,
wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more
of:
offshore drilling costs grouped by depth intervals, oper-
ating costs for each platform, monthly oil output,
monthly gas output, produced water, platform size,
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platform water depth, oil reserve size, gas reserve
size, reservoir-level porosity, oil output, gas output,
produced water output, quantity of fluid injected,
number of exploration wells drilled, total drilling dis-
tance of exploration wells, total vertical distance of
exploration wells, number of development wells
drilled, total drilling distance of development wells,
total vertical distance of development wells, number
of platforms, total number of slots, total number of
slots drilled, water depth, oil reserves, gas reserves,
original proved oil and gas combined reserves, num-
ber of environmental regulations, environmental
compliance costs, and environmental emissions;
determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

36. The method of claim 35, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

37. The method of claim 35 comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

38. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of educational units, the user-selected data
comprising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more

of:

school district, state, population in district, average fam-
ily income in district, average level of education of
school district population, average performance on
several standardized tests by grade level, number of
classroom days in the school year, instructional
expenditures per student, other expenditures per stu-
dent, average teacher salary, average years of experi-
ence for teachers, proportion of teachers having an
advanced degree, student-teacher ratio, total enroll-
ment in school, percent of students eligible for subsi-
dized lunches, percent minority students, percent of
students classified as possessing English proficiency,
number of teachers, number of teacher aides, ratio of
administrative staff to teaching staff, expenditures per
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student for administrative and other school opera-
tions, district school taxes per student, and average
administrative salary;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the
geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric
center;

generating frontier curves using the categorized data;

determining maximum and minimum values of vari-
ables in the dataset for frontier curves;

applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants,
generating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups
based on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier
curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier
curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-
metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete fron-
tier curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected
portion of the complete frontier curve.

39. The method of claim 38, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

40. The method of claim 38 comprising the additional step
of

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

41. A method for generating a complete frontier curve
comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

aplurality of reference units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables; and

computing a complete frontier curve for a user-selected

dataset corresponding to at least one of the plurality of

variables, wherein computing a frontier curve comprises

the step of:

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system,

filtering the dataset; and

combining data from the dataset into a plurality of fron-
tier groups.

42. The method of claim 41, wherein converting the dataset
further comprises the steps of

determining an initial orientation for the dataset; and

rotating the dataset to a predetermined orientation.

43. The method of claim 41, wherein converting the dataset
comprises the step of:

determining an initial orientation for the dataset; and

wherein computing the complete frontier curve further

comprises the step of:
reorienting the frontier curve to the initial orientation.

44. The method of claim 43, wherein reorienting the com-
plete frontier curve comprises the steps of:

transforming the complete frontier curve to the dataset

center; and

rotating the complete frontier curve to the initial orienta-

tion.
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45. A method for generating a complete frontier curve
comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

aplurality of reference units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables; and

computing a complete frontier curve for a user-selected

dataset corresponding to at least one of the plurality of

variables, wherein computing a frontier curve further

comprises the steps of:

categorizing data from the dataset into hemispheres and
quadrants;

computing maxima and minima for the variables of the
dataset;

computing a plurality of frontier curves corresponding
to the hemispheres and quadrants;

statistically filtering the dataset;

combining the variables into frontier groups;

creating composite frontier curves; and

computing maxima and minima for the composite fron-
tier curves.

46. The method of claim 45, wherein statistically filtering
the dataset comprises the step of:

removing outlier data points.

47. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

aplurality of reference power generating units, the user-
selected data comprising a plurality of variables,
wherein plurality of variables comprises one or more of:
maintenance costs, unit capacity rating, fuel cost,
reserve shutdown hours, cost/megawatt-hour, criti-
cality, and number of reheats;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

48. The method of claim 47, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

49. The method of claim 47, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

50. The method of claim 47, comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.
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51. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of reference refining units, the user-selected

data comprising a plurality of variables, wherein the

plurality of variables comprises one or more of:

maintenance costs, throughput, geographic location,
product type, labor costs, facility availability percent-
age, and maximum capacity;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

52. The method of claim 51, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

53. The method of claim 51, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

54. The method of claim 51, comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

55. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of reference pipeline units, the user-selected

data comprising a plurality of variables, wherein the

plurality of variables comprises one or more of:

engine maintenance costs, throughput, compression
type, turbine starts, rights-of-way costs, land leases,
population density, environmental costs, total
installed horsepower, number of engines, pipeline
segment length, pipeline diameter, storage capacity,
and fuel costs;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
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applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

56. The method of claim 55, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

57. The method of claim 55, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

58. The method of claim 55, comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

59. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

aplurality of reference chemical units, the user-selected
data comprising a plurality of variables,
wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more
of:
size of reactor vessels, number of reactor vessels, usage
rates for raw materials, production rates per product,
storage capacity, energy usage, carbon emissions,
plant availability percentage, maintenance costs,
safety costs, accident rates, and automation costs;
determining a geometric center of the dataset;
determining an orientation for the dataset based on the
geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

60. The method of claim 59, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.
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61. The method of claim 59, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

62. The method of claim 59, comprising the additional step
of

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

63. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

aplurality of reference industrial units, the user-selected

data comprising a plurality of variables, wherein the

plurality of variables comprises one or more of:

accident rate, product quality, manufacturing schedules,
delivery schedules, accounts receivables, mainte-
nance costs, gross profits, and revenue;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

64. The method of claim 63, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

65. The method of claim 63, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

66. The method of claim 63, comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

67. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of reference pharmaceutical units, the user-
selected data comprising a plurality of variables,
wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more
of:
accident rate, batch quality, number of batches, pro-
jected yields, actual yields, number of processes,
dose size production, manufacturing schedules,
ingredient stocks, ingredient suppliers, number of
recalls, work shifts, and maintenance costs;
determining a geometric center of the dataset;
determining an orientation for the dataset based on the
geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;
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categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-
spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;

generating frontier curves using the categorized data;

determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;

applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for

each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

68. The method of claim 67, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

69. The method of claim 67, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

70. The method of claim 67, comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

71. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of reference healthcare units, the user-se-

lected data comprising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more
of:

total cost of service per year, total expenditure on non-
labor inputs, total administrative costs, cost of pur-
chased services, number of patients treated per year
by patient category, average length of patient stay,
average age of patients, area of specialization, aver-
age severity of cases, relative weight of caseload,
physician’s average age, fraction of caseload with
satisfactory outcomes, nursing staff hourly wages,
hourly wage for physicians and other professional
staff, hourly wage for all other staff, number of beds,
number of medical doctors, registered nurses, nonreg-
istered nurses, nurse trainees, therapists, general and
other staff, occupancy rate, proportion of patients
older than 65, Medicare, Medicaid, private and other
patient days, percentage of doctors on staff, rate of
hospital admissions per 1000 population, unioniza-
tion, level of malpractice premiums, percentage of
visits using lab tests or x-rays, years of physician
experience, number of physicians per 1000 county
population, population density, number of acute-care
beds, number of long-term beds, number of emer-
gency visits, proportion of female patients, and teach-
ing facilities;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
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generating frontier curves using the categorized data;

determining maximum and minimum values of variables in

the dataset for frontier curves;

applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for

each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the frontier curve based on the geometric center

of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

72. The method of claim 71, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

73. The method of claim 71, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

74. The method of claim 71, comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

75. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of reference agricultural units, the user-se-

lected data comprising a plurality of variables, wherein

the plurality of variables comprises one or more of:

land area dedicated to crops, quantity produced and
actually harvested by grain type, labor type,
machines, types of fertilizers and nutrient contents,
types of pesticides, grain types planted, seeds and
seedlings, land rental rates and monthly salaries paid
wage earners, types of mechanization available,
stocks of tractors and harvesters, available irrigation
and water resources, average temperature, average
rainfall, degree days compared to a standard measure,
length of growing season, altitude, latitude, country,
and region;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric
center;

generating frontier curves using the categorized data;

determining maximum and minimum values of variables in

the dataset for frontier curves;

applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for

each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data; combining the filtered data into
frontier data groups based on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;
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displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

76. The method of claim 75, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

77. The method of claim 75, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

78. The method of claim 75, comprising the additional step
of

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

79. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of reference environmental units, the user-

selected data comprising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more

of:

ratio of area of disturbed land to total area, total linear
edge between natural land cover and human land use,
ratio of average patch size to the maximum possible,
proportion of endangered species to total individual
species, mortality in growing stock on timberlands,
ratio of actual productivity on timberlands to potential
productivity, absolute value of the difference between
recent stream flow and historical average, total nitro-
gen measured in surface waters, maximum pH in pre-
cipitation minus observed pH in precipitation, total
phosphorous measured in surface waters, total toxic
chemical releases to the environment (air, water, and
land), proportion of area that is designated as pro-
tected, human population density, dam density, beef
cattle density, mining density, productive oil and gas
well density, timber harvest, road density, outdoor
recreation activity measures, total farm production,
mean annual temperature, spatial variation in tem-
perature, seasonal variation in temperature, mean
annual precipitation, seasonal variation in precipita-
tion, spatial variation in precipitation, and total veg-
etation carbon;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the
geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate
system based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of
hemispheres and quadrants based on the geometric
center;

generating frontier curves using the categorized data;

determining maximum and minimum values of vari-
ables in the dataset for frontier curves;

applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants,
generating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups
based on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier
curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier
curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the frontier curve based on the geometric
center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete fron-
tier curve; and
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comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected
portion of the complete frontier curve.

80. The method of claim 79, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

81. The method of claim 79, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

82. The method of claim 79, comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

83. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

aplurality of reference offshore energy production units,

the user-selected data comprising a plurality of vari-

ables, wherein the plurality of variables comprises one

or more of:

offshore drilling costs grouped by depth intervals, oper-
ating costs for each platform, monthly oil output,
monthly gas output, produced water, platform size,
platform water depth, oil reserve size, gas reserve
size, reservoir-level porosity, oil output, gas output,
produced water output, quantity of fluid injected,
number of exploration wells drilled, total drilling dis-
tance of exploration wells, total vertical distance of
exploration wells, number of development wells
drilled, total drilling distance of development wells,
total vertical distance of development wells, number
of platforms, total number of slots, total number of
slots drilled, water depth, oil reserves, gas reserves,
original proved oil and gas combined reserves, num-
ber of environmental regulations, environmental
compliance costs, and environmental emissions;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;
determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

84. The method of claim 83, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

85. The method of claim 83, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.
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86. The method of claim 83, comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

87. A method for providing dynamic comparative opera-
tional performance analyses comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of reference educational units, the user-se-

lected data comprising a plurality of variables,

wherein the plurality of variables comprises one or more
of:

school district, state, population in district, average fam-
ily income in district, average level of education of
school district population, average performance on
several standardized tests by grade level, number of
classroom days in the school year, instructional
expenditures per student, other expenditures per stu-
dent, average teacher salary, average years of experi-
ence for teachers, proportion of teachers having an
advanced degree, student-teacher ratio, total enroll-
ment in school, percent of students eligible for subsi-
dized lunches, percent minority students, percent of
students classified as possessing English proficiency,
number of teachers, number of teacher aides, ratio of
administrative staff to teaching staff, expenditures per
student for administrative and other school opera-
tions, district school taxes per student, and average
administrative salary;

determining a geometric center of the dataset;

determining an orientation for the dataset based on the

geometric center;

converting the dataset to a predetermined coordinate sys-

tem based on the geometric center;

categorizing data from the dataset into a plurality of hemi-

spheres and quadrants based on the geometric center;
generating frontier curves using the categorized data;
determining maximum and minimum values of variables in
the dataset for frontier curves;
applying a statistical filter to the data from the dataset for
each of the plurality of hemispheres and quadrants, gen-
erating filtered data;

combining the filtered data into frontier data groups based

on user inputs;

computing maxima and minima for complete frontier

curves based on the frontier data groups;

optimizing data envelopment of the complete frontier

curves based on the geometric center;

computing complete frontier curve base data values;

converting the complete frontier curve based on the geo-

metric center of the dataset;

displaying a user-selected portion of the complete frontier

curve; and

comparing a target unit’s data with the user-selected por-

tion of the complete frontier curve.

88. The method of claim 87, wherein the plurality of vari-
ables comprises one or more of unit design characteristics,
operations factors, and maintenance and plant betterment
data, or combinations thereof.

89. The method of claim 87, wherein the target unit is a
reference generating unit.

90. The method of claim 87, comprising the additional step
of:

displaying a linear trend of the dataset.

91. A method for generating a complete frontier curve
comprising the steps of:

providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to

a plurality of units, the user-selected data comprising a
plurality of variables; and
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computing a complete frontier curve for a user-selected
dataset corresponding to at least one of the plurality of
variables, wherein computing a complete frontier curve
further comprises the step of:
computing maximum and minimum values for the vari-
ables of the dataset.
92. The method of claim 91, wherein computing a com-
plete frontier curve further comprises the step of:
computing the complete frontier curve from the plurality of
frontier groups.
93. A method for generating a complete frontier curve
comprising the steps of:
providing a dataset of user-selected data corresponding to
aplurality of reference units, the user-selected data com-
prising a plurality of variables; and
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computing a complete frontier curve for a user-selected
dataset corresponding to at least one of the plurality of
variables, wherein computing a frontier curve further
comprises the step of:
computing maximum and minimum values for the vari-
ables of the dataset.
94. The method of claim 93, wherein computing a com-
plete frontier curve further comprises the step of:
computing the complete frontier curve from the plurality of
frontier groups.



